Bringing Mainers

for good
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Since 2005, Avesta Housing and Preble Street have applied their respective strengths to solving
homelessness in Portland with support from Portland Housing Authority and the Portland community,
opening the initial Housing First site in Maine at Logan Place.

With data showing significantly improved tenant lives and decreased financial burdens on city
emergency services, shelters, jails, and detox programs, Avesta and Preble Street replicated this model -~
in 2010 at Florence House, specifically focused on women experiencing homelessness. Then in 2017,

in response to increasing homelessness in Portland precipitated by rapidly diminishing state support

for social services, we collaborated once again to build Huston Commons. -

Avesta develops, owns, and manages the Housing First buildings, and Preble Street provides on-site
staffing 24 hours a day, including social work services for tenants.

These programs have been enormously successful, providing our vulnerable, traumatized neighbors
the opportunity to reclaim their lives and contribute to the larger community.
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Photographs and stories are not necessarily from the same individuals.
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Florence House includes:

« 25 permanent furnished efficiency
apartments

« 15 semi-private living spaces
for women who need time to
develop the self assurance and
skills to manage an independent
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J0J0 became a tenant of Florence House after living in both the emergency shelter and
safe haven housing in the building.

Coming from a physically and emotionally abusive family situation, she had not known
stability or safety for much of her life, making the transition to independent living
quarters more challenging. Florence House has offered JoJo a safe place to call home
with the support she needed to overcome her painful past, get medical treatment, keep
appointments, and take care of her body and mind.

“You have a place to go, you have people to talk to, you have the support of the staff. It's a
lot safer than being out in the streets... you're really supported here.”
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AVESTA

HOUSING

307 Cumberland Avenue, Portland, Maine 04101
p 207.553.7780 / f 207.553.7778 / avestahousing.org

Avesta Housing improves lives and strengthens communities by
promoting and providing quality affordable homes for people in need.

B Preble Street

38 Preble Street, Portland, Maine 04101
p 207.775.0026 / f 207.842.3614 / preblestreet.org

The mission of Preble Street is to provide accessible barrier-free services
to empower people experiencing problems with homelessness, housing,
hunger and poverty, and to advocate for solutions to these problems.



