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TURNING THE 
LIGHTS BACK ON 

Preble Street and Maine Medical 
Center are pioneering an exciting 
partnership to ensure the most 
vulnerable underserved people in 
Portland have access to high quality, 
barrier-free healthcare.

The Maine Medical Center-Preble 

Street Learning Collaborative seeks  

to help fill the enormous void left by  

the closing of the City of Portland 

Healthcare for the Homeless Clinic 

in 2014; provide no-barrier access to 

health services, care-coordination and 

education; and create a new point of 

entry to the health system. Working 

together, Preble Street and Maine  

Medical Center hope to improve the 

quality of care and client access to  

existing providers and established  

medical homes, improve medical  

residents’ understanding and education 

of the needs and care of homeless and 

other vulnerable patients, and increase 

understanding of health disparities. 

BY MARK R. SWANN, MPSA

The following is an except from a  
commencement address Preble  
Street Executive Director Mark Swann 
delivered this past spring during a 
graduation for Tufts University School 
of Medicine students completing their 
residency at Maine Medical Center.

This year marks my 25th anniversary as 

the executive director of Preble Street. 

That’s a long, long time. I remember my 

first day on the job vividly. I can’t tell you 

who I had lunch with last week, but I can 

recall almost every detail of when I walked 

into the basement of the Preble Street 

chapel for the first time.

It was a dark, crowded, noisy place. A 

very small church dining room where we 

had a limited breakfast soup kitchen and 

drop-in center. The entire staff consisted 

of a wonderful social worker, Florence 

Young, and me. 

I remember chatting with a client named 

Jerry. Born and bred in Portland, Jerry 

was a Korean War veteran who’d survived 

off and on the streets for many, many 

years. He was a bricklayer, a poet, a  

larger-than-life personality. And a  

chronic alcoholic.
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Be A 
CHAMPION

Preble Street Executive Director Mark Swann with former  

Preble Street caseworker Florence Young in the early 1990s. 

Meredith Walley, a social worker for Maine Medical Center Homeless 

Health Partners works with a Preble Street client who had been struggling 

to access medical care.
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TO PROVIDE ACCESSIBLE, BARRIER-FREE SERVICES TO EMPOWER PEOPLE EXPERIENCING PROBLEMS WITH 

HOMELESSNESS, HOUSING, HUNGER, AND POVERTY; AND TO ADVOCATE FOR SOLUTIONS TO THESE PROBLEMS.
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